HLD requirements for endocavitary
and critical ultrasound probes

HLD is required for endocavitary
probes even if a sheath is used

ACIPC & ASUM 2017

“Ultrasound transducers that come into
contact with non-intact skin and/or mucous
membranes... are considered as semi-critical
medical devices due to the high risk of
potential contamination. These transducers are
reprocessed by cleaning followed by a High-
Level Disinfection (HLD) method as described
in Section 7.2 'High level disinfection’.” ™

AS 5369:2023

“Semi-critical RMDs [Reusable medical devices)/
other devices: cleaning followed by high-level
disinfection at a minimum. Sterilisation of these
items is strongly recommended.’™

HLD is minimally required for
critical ultrasound probes even
if a sheath is used

AS 5369:2023

“RMDs [Reusable medical devicesj/other devices
that come into contact with sterile body cavities or
are used on the critical aseptic field during invasive
procedures shall be considered critical medical
devices. These devices shall be reprocessed to the
highest level that they can tolerate between uses
on individual patients/clients in accordance with the
reprocessing instructions. followed by high-level
disinfection at a minimum.

Cleaning, disinfection or sterilisation, as appropriate,

of RMDs/other devices shall be performed between
uses even if a single-use sheath/sleeve/protective
barrier is used. Single-use sheaths/sleeves/
protective barriers for RMDs/other devices shall not
be used as a substitute for cleaning, disinfection or
sterilisation.”"®

ACIPC & ASUM 2017

“3.3 Critical devices. Transducers are extremely
delicate and heat-sensitive and as such are
reprocessed as a semi-critical medical device
by cleaning followed by an HLD method as
described in Section ‘High level Disinfection’.
An appropriate sterile sheath or transducer cover
is applied, allowing it to be used on the critical
aseptic field (AS/INZS4187:2014 Clause 5.1.3 (€)™

“If the transducer comes in direct contact with
non-intact skin, blood or mucous membranes
transducers should be cleaned with HLD

irrespective of the use of a transducer cover.”™

“Considering all risks, the specifics of ICU
practice as well as the minimal time and cost
difference between options, HLD is preferred
and recommended over LLD as the standard
of care following ultrasound-guided procedures
within ICU.”7°
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